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Game Recap: Men's Basketball | 1/15/2017 12:30:00 AM | Marc Gignac

Men’s Basketball Tops Louisiana for HardFought League Win
The Eagles are 4-0 in league play for the first time since 199192.
LAFAYETTE, La. – Ike Smith tallied 28 points and seven rebounds, and Georgia Southern shot
59 percent in the second half to rally for a hard-fought 81-76 Sun Belt Conference men's
basketball victory over Louisiana Saturday night in the Cajundome.
Georgia Southern's first win at Louisiana improves the Eagles to 4-0 in the Sun Belt, the Eagles'
best start in league play since 1991-92.
Smith was 9 of 17 from the floor and made 8 of 11 from the free-throw line for Georgia Southern
(11-6, 4-0). Tookie Browncollected 19 points and five assists, and Montae Glennchipped in eight
points and six rebounds.
Jay Wright had 21 points and four steals for Louisiana (12-5, 2-2), and Bryce Washington

finished with 16 points and 12 rebounds. Johnathan Stove registered 16 points and four boards.
The story
Trailing 47-45, Georgia Southern took control of the game with a decisive 21-7 run over nine
minutes and grabbed a 66-56 lead on a Brown 3-pointer from the wing with 5:03 to play. The
Ragin' Cajuns made it a four-point game with 54 seconds left when Stover got a steal and a fastbreak layup, but Brown, Mike Hughes and B.J. Gladden combined to hit 9 of 10 from the freethrow line to seal the win.
Louisiana scored the final six points of the first half, and Washington made a put-back layup to
make the score 38-30 19 seconds into the second stanza. Devonte Boykins hit a triple to ignite a
13-6 Eagle spurt, and Smith's free throw trimmed the margin to 44-43 with over 14 minutes to
go.
Louisiana came into the game ranked 13th in the country in rebounding margin, but GS owned a
36-34 edge on the glass. The Eagles also outscored the Ragin' Cajuns 29-13 from the charity
stripe, with nine of those points coming in the final 50.1 seconds.
Quotables
Head coach Mark Byington
"I don't think it was so much an X-and-O or a technical thing; I think it was a mindset. I told the
guys coming into the game that you are going to have to respond one way or the other. You have
to believe that you are going to win this game whether you are up or down. If we're up, don't feel
like it's a fluke, and if we're down, don't feel like we're not going to come back. Sure enough,
we're down six at halftime and eight for a little while. But there was a response and there was
belief, and that was more important than any technical thing we did tonight."
"I told them in the first half at a media timeout, 'I love the way you're playing. You're competing,
you're battling, and you're playing hard.' We got guys diving on the floor, laying everywhere,
bleeding and all kinds of stuff. I said, 'Keep doing it and things are going to work out.' The way
we competed tonight against that team is kind of how you have to do it. You don't have a chance
if you don't bring something like that against them."
Sophomore Tookie Brown
"We just stayed locked in on our process and we knew they were going to make their runs and
we were going to make our runs. It's about who wants it the most and I feel like tonight, we
wanted it the most."
"It shows that we're tough, and we can play with anybody. We just have to keep it going and
keep winning ball games."
Sophomore Ike Smith
"Coach says to stay aggressive, and the way Lafayette plays defense, when you drive, they lock
onto shooters so if you get in there, you have to be able to finish."
"Like coach says, we have it in us, we just have to get it out of us. Every game, we're getting

better and learning. We have it in us, we just have to play hard throughout the whole game."
Next up
Georgia Southern travels to ULM Monday for an 8 p.m. ET contest. GS returns home the
following weekend to play host to Appalachian State (Jan. 21) and Coastal Carolina (Jan. 23).
Georgia Southern Athletics provides up-to-date information on all its sports through its official
website, GSEagles.com, through social media channels facebook.com/GSAthletics,
twitter.com/GSAthletics, iOS app Georgia Southern Eagles and Android app Eagles GATA. For
tickets to Georgia Southern athletics events, visit GSEagles.com/tickets.

